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WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
Need Some Direction?
Whether you’re just starting to plan, ready to
fund your education, or need help managing
student loan debt, INvestEd is here to help
you every step of the way!

No matter where you are in your
journey, FREE help is only a phone
call or email away!
Outreach@INvestEdIndiana.org
317.715.9007

We’ll help you...
Investigate career paths and choose the
right school for you
Maximize FREE money like scholarships
and grants
Meet financial aid deadlines
Understand options to fill any funding gap
Manage current student loan debt

Sign up for our e-newsletter for
updates on key college planning topics.

INvestEdIndiana.org/mailing-list
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Why College?
Opportunites, earnings and more

More Job Opportunities
65% of jobs will require education beyond high school
by 2020.
(Source: Recovery 2020 - Job Growth and Education Requirements through
2020; Georgetown University)

Higher Lifetime Earnings
Over the course of a working lifetime a person with a
4-year degree will earn almost $1 million more than
someone with just a high school diploma.
(See Chart)

Lower Unemployment Rate
In addition to earning more money over your lifetime,
you are also less likely to be unemployed.
(See Chart)
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Follow us on Instagram @INvestEdIndiana to see the people we’ve helped and places we’ve been!
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1.6%

CHOOSING YOUR CAREER
& MAJOR

One of the easiest ways to run up student debt is to spend extra years in college.
Researching and planning before college can lead to a career and major better suited
for you, while increasing your chance of graduating on time.

INvestEd Tip: Take advantage of school breaks to work on these things!

Tips to find the right career
and major:
Take a skills assessment to help you
discover your interests and strengths.
Research what careers match your
personality traits, skills and interests.
Understand the potential salary in a
chosen career field.

Gain experience by:
Job shadowing someone in different career
fields to see if a job is really what you think
it is.
Talking to your school counselors and
teachers about possible internship
opportunities.
Volunteering in your community. Serving
others could lead into a specific career field
and looks great on college and
scholarship applications.

Choosing your career and major helps with
researching the right college or program.

INvestEdIndiana.org
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Finding a school or program that is the right fit can
help you graduate on time and with less debt!

CHOOSING YOUR SCHOOL
There are many great ways to continue your education. Knowing
your options is critical to making a choice that fits you academically,
financially and socially.
Different avenues to consider:

Research Your Options:

College means different things to different
people. Choosing the right program and
institution that fits your skills and interests
can save you time and money in the long run.

Finding the right college takes time and
effort. Here are some suggestions from
INvestEd to get you started:
Use online tools like College Navigator

Here are some different avenues to consider:
2 - year colleges or universities
4 - year colleges or universities

Attend College & Career Fairs
Talk with your school counselor & teachers
Go on campus visits

Vocational or technical schools
Apprenticeships

INvestEd Tip: College Navigator is just one of the
great online tools we recommend. Access these
resources at INvestEdIndiana.org/choosingcollege

4

Don’t forget - Indiana has great
schools to choose from!

FUNDING YOUR EDUCATION
So you’ve figured out what career you want to pursue and which
schools offer programs in that field...

®

INvestEd travels across the state to
help families all year round. See when
we’ll be at a location near you!
INvestEdIndiana.org/event-calendar

Now it’s time to work through how to fund
your education wisely. Planning ahead can
relieve the financial stress of going
to college.

Visit INvestEdIndiana.org/resources for great
resources to help you fund your education wisely!

INvestEd steps to wise
college funding:
Saving for college
Maximizing FREE money
Opportunities to earn money
Understanding loan options
Applying for financial aid
Managing costs

We are happy to help!
Email: Outreach@INvestEdIndiana.org
Phone: 317.715.9007
Website: INvestEdIndiana.org
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SAVING FOR COLLEGE
Saving for college includes setting aside money and finding ways to
lower college costs! Either way, INvestEd is here to help!
A 529 Direct Savings Plan is a tax-free account for
Indiana residents to set aside money for college.
The State of Indiana provides a 20% tax credit (up
to $1,000) on annual contributions.
Dual Credit and Advanced Placement (AP) courses
are ways to earn college credits at a reduced rate to
potentially help you graduate college early.
Commuting is a way students have saved on living
expenses for college. Whether you commute, or
live on campus, consider the costs and benefits
of each!

Check out more information
on saving for college!
INvestEdIndiana.org/saving

No matter where you are in saving for college, INvestEd is here to help!
Call us at 317.715.9007 or email us at Outreach@INvestEdIndiana.org
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Free Money!
Scholarships & Grants

The best way to pay for college is to find money that does not have to be paid back! Free money
in the form of scholarships and grants is a key component of paying for college wisely.

INvestEd tips to maximize FREE money:
Get Started. It’s never too early to start searching for
scholarships and grants. Check out
INvestEdIndiana.org/Scholarships for help.
Plan. Set aside time weekly for online searches and
working on essays.
Ask around. Check with your school counselor, local
community foundation, places of employment, and
college websites.

Top FREE Search Sites:
fastweb.com
unigo.com/scholarships
cappex.com/scholarships

Look ahead. Review possible scholarships for
eligibility criteria and deadlines. Looking at these
requirements early will give you time to become the
best applicant.
Patience. Searching for scholarships requires
continual effort. Stay diligent and keep applying.

INvestEd Tip: Check out the INvestEd $1000 Scholarship
Giveaway! INvestEdIndiana.org/1000

State of Indiana Grants
Must file your FAFSA by April 15!
Access ScholarTrack after filing your FAFSA to
monitor your state grant eligibility
For more information on State of Indiana grants,
visit INvestEdIndiana.org/grants

Did you know that completing at least 15 credit hours per semester helps you
maximize your FREE money, and you are more likely to graduate on time?
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STUDENT EMPLOYMENT

Don’t overlook the benefits of student employment. It can be a great way to help pay for college,
gain practical work experience and even help you get a job after graduation!

Student Employment Options:
Working Part-Time – earning money
to cover college expenses,
networking and on the job experience
are just some of the benefits.
Federal Work Study – in addition to
the benefits above, the income you
earn through this program does not
count against you when you file
the FAFSA.
Internships – although they can be
paid or unpaid, studies show that over
80% of employers look for internship
experience in their future employees.

EDUCATION LOANS

After you have exhausted all FREE money avenues, education loans may be an option to pay for college
INvestEd Tip: Understanding the different types of
loans and repayment options help you borrow wisely!

Types of
Education Loans:
• Federal Direct Student Loan
- Subsidized
- Unsubsidized
• Federal Parent Loan (PLUS)
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Key elements when evaluating loan options:
Know who the borrower is for each type of loan.
Is it the student, the parent, or is a cosigner involved?
Know the costs. Do the loans have fees and are the
interest rates variable or fixed?
Know when interest begins to accrue. Does the loan
debt begin to grow immediately?

• Private Loan

Know when repayment begins. Is there a grace
period or does repayment start once the loan is disbursed?

Get more information on our Student
Loan Comparison chart at
INvestEdIndiana.org/resources

Who is the lender? Are the loans from the government,
a bank or a not-for-profit organization?

Need help understanding student loan options? Let INvestEd help!
Email us at Outreach@INvestEdIndiana.org or call 317.715.9007

The FAFSA

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Starting point to apply for financial aid from the
following sources:

File online:

FAFSA.gov

Federal, state and some institutional grants
Scholarships
Work Study

Mobile app download:

MyStudentAid

Federal loans

Check out INvestEd’s FREE
online resources, including:
FAFSA Checklist
Creating your FSA ID
Finalizing Financial Aid
INvestEdIndiana.org/resources

Circle
this date:

APR

15

FAFSA deadline for
State of Indiana grants

INvestEd is here to help you with all
your FAFSA filing questions!
Connect with us at Outreach@INvestEdIndiana.org or 317.715.9007 for help!

INvestEd Tip: Some colleges may have an earlier deadline to be eligible for their aid.
Make sure you know the deadlines and submit the FAFSA on time!
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MANAGING COLLEGE COSTS
It’s important to compare costs during your college search and when
making your final decision. Understanding your true college costs early
can help you manage future student loan debt.

Comparing Costs
Net Price Calculators (NPC) are tools that will give you
an estimate of how much you and your family may pay
out of pocket or potentially need to borrow to attend
a school.
Once you receive the award letters from each school,
it’s decision time! Compare each award letter side by
side for total cost, free money, student loan amount
and remaining balance not covered.

Net price calculators provide
estimates as you review your
college options

Cost of College
- Free Money
= Net Price*
* What you have to cover through outside scholarships, employment,
savings, or loans.

Access these tools and more! INvestEdIndiana.org/NPC

Managing College Debt
Student loans are often part of the investment people
make to pursue a post-secondary education. Remember
all loans must be repaid and understanding your options
is critical to managing repayment.
INvestEd is here to help you every step of the way, from
options to minimize loan debt to helping you manage
repayment when that time comes!
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For help comparing college
costs or managing college
debt contact us at
Outreach@INvestEdIndiana.org
or 317-715-9007!

JUNIOR YEAR CHECKLIST
Fall:
Talk with your school counselor to find out if you are on track for college. Take challenging
coursework, the PSAT and opportunities to earn college credit with advanced placement (AP) and
dual credit courses.
Check out INvestEdIndiana.org/choosingcollege for resources as you investigate
different schools.
Find opportunities to volunteer in your community. Volunteering looks great on admission and
scholarship applications.
Begin setting aside money for college and, if possible, work with a trusted adult regarding a
529 Direct Savings Plan.

Spring:
Begin searching for scholarships by:
• Talking to your school counselor about scholarship options.
• Reviewing community foundation scholarships so you can begin to make yourself a better
applicant your senior year.
• Registering on national search sites. Top sites available at INvestEdIndiana.org/scholarships
Register for the SAT, ACT or both. Achieving a good score on these tests may reward you with more
opportunities for grants and scholarships.
Continue researching schools and begin narrowing your list to 5 or 6. Investigate the costs and
possible aid at these schools using their net price calculator. INvestEd provides links and tools to
help at INvestEdIndiana.org/NPC
Visit college campuses. Make appointments with both the Admissions and Financial Aid Offices,
attend some classes and spend the night, if you can.
Create a resume and apply for summer jobs. Find a job in an area related to your career interest,
if possible.

Summer:
Save as much money as possible from your summer job and put it in a college fund. Money saved
now means borrowing less for college later.
Begin discussions with a trusted adult regarding options available to you for covering the cost
of college.
Write sample essays in preparation for admission and scholarship applications. Tell your story in 300
words or less.
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SENIOR YEAR CHECKLIST
Fall:
Narrow your list of college options to 3 or 4. File your admission applications and make note of
important deadlines. Schedule initial or return visits with faculty, Admissions and Financial Aid.
Gather recommendation letters for admission and scholarship applications, as well as fine tuning your
personal essays.
If you are looking to improve your scores or take the test for the first time, register and prepare for the
fall SAT or ACT. Higher scores may lead to better financial aid offers.
Continue discussions with a trusted adult about the financial options available to cover college costs, as
well as continuing scholarship searches. Find tips at: INvestEdIndiana.org/scholarships
After October 1, fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), available at FAFSA.gov.
To be eligible for State of Indiana aid, the form is due at the federal processor by April 15.
Note: Some colleges may have an earlier deadline.

Winter:
Continue searching for and applying for scholarships. In fact, keep looking for scholarships until you
have graduated college. This is free money that doesn’t have to be paid back, which means less you
have to borrow.
Follow up with the colleges you are applying to and confirm that they have received your admissions
and financial aid applications. Ask about any additional financial aid forms that may be required.
Confirm your federal, state and institutional eligibility for scholarships and grants. Use the Finalizing
Financial Aid document available on the resource tab at INvestEdIndiana.org for guidance.

Spring:
Review your financial aid offers and compare costs using INvestEd’s College Cost Comparison
worksheet available at INvestEdIndiana.org/NPC
Check deadlines for sending in your required deposit, housing application, or any other forms
requested by the school and remember to let the other schools know that you won’t be attending.
Finalize your paying for college plan with the Financial Aid Office and complete all paperwork prior
to orientation.

?
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Have questions as you finalize your financial aid and make your
decision on where to go to school? INvestEd is just an email or
phone call away! Connect with us at 317.715.9007 or
Outreach@INvestEdIndiana.org

NOTES:

KEY TERMS:
FSA ID (Federal Student Aid ID)
Username and password the student and
parent, if necessary, use to log in to and sign
the FAFSA.
EFC (Expected Family Contribution)
What the FAFSA calculates as the amount of
money the family should be expected to pay
toward college.
IRS DRT (IRS Data Retrieval Tool)
Link from FAFSA to IRS to pull in student
and/or parent tax return information.
SAR (Student Aid Report)
Output once the FAFSA is processed
identifying any errors or next steps applicants
need to complete.

STUDENT’S FSA ID:
Username:
Password:
Email:
Mobile Phone:
Challenge Question Answers:				
3)
1)						
2)			

4)

PARENT’S FSA ID:
Username:
Password:
Email:
Mobile Phone:
Challenge Question Answers:				
3)
1)						
2)			

4)
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